
ANNUAL REPORT 2016
Together we renew lives and rebuild hope.

Together we transform the lives of low-income New Yorkers by improving 
the safety and health of their homes and cultivating equitable, vibrant communities.
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Dear Friends and Supporters,

When it comes to safe, stable, and affordable housing, New York 
City faces real challenges. The number of homeless individuals 
is at the highest level since the Great Depression and the city 
continues to experience the grim, inverse relationship between 
rising unemployment rates and a decreasing number of affordable 
housing options. This year, 60,686 individuals entered the New York 
City shelter system — 40% were children. As more families face 
eviction, overcrowding, and hazardous housing conditions; domestic 
violence, job loss, and rapid gentrification exacerbate the instability 
of communities and homes throughout the city.

While employment continues to be the primary indicator of housing 
stability, housing insecurity is not an issue exclusive to those with 
low, or very low, incomes. In fact, nearly 60% of New Yorkers do not 
have sufficient savings to cover three months of living expenses, 
and in the outer boroughs, such as the Bronx, 75% of residents are a 
mere paycheck away from homelessness. The need to address the 
co-dependent relationship between stable employment and stable 
housing has never been so urgent.

At Rebuilding Together NYC, we recognize the complicated 
intersection of demographic disparity, access inequity, and a rapidly 
changing economic landscape, all of which contribute to one’s ability 
to secure and maintain affordable, safe, and healthy housing. In order 
to adequately address these issues and remain on the forefront of 
progressive housing policy, we knew we had to think bigger and 
bolder.

In order to build, one must first break ground.

To support the growing scope and number of services we were 
determined to provide, we needed more space. Space for more 
staff, more construction vehicles, more tools, more salvaged 
goods, and more job training classes. In 2016, we signed a lease 
on a warehouse in Gowanus, Brooklyn. The warehouse became 
the foundation from which we began to build out our vision for a 

more equitable, interconnected, and vibrant New York City. Our new 
headquarters will provide a much-needed infrastructure expansion 
for our organization to more effectively, and sustainably, deliver our 
programs.

In addition to doubling our staff by 2017, our new headquarters 
will allow us to expand our Workforce Training Program, not only 
in the number of graduates but in the comprehensive quality of our 
curriculum as well. Further, by adding another vehicle to our fleet we 
will be able to increase our mobility and reach. The new space offers 
logistical solutions needed to stage and complete more projects, 
with even greater impact, such as our first annual She Builds event. 

Though we humbly recognize the immense work left to do in our 
city, we continue to be inspired by our neighbors across the five 
boroughs. We reflect with gratitude on those who have donated their 
time, money, and resources to low-income New Yorkers and those 
affected by natural disaster. As we complete repairs on our 100th 
Hurricane Sandy damaged home, the stories of family, resilience, 
and community accountability energize us to continue to rebuild with 
even greater determination. We thank our neighbors and community 
members for graciously sharing their stories with us.

On behalf of the Rebuilding Together NYC staff and Board of 
Directors, we thank you for making these stories possible and are 
pleased to present them to you now. Together, we will continue to 
break ground, and build up a better New York City for all.

WELCOME MESSAGE
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KIMBERLY GEORGE, MIA MARGARET-ANN COLE
Executive Director President



SAFE & HEALTHY HOUSING

Rebuilding Together NYC preserves affordable housing 
in New York City and keeps people in their homes by: 

•	 Providing free critical home repairs 
•	 Providing accessibility modifications 
•	 Rebuilding after disasters

Rebuilding Together NYC creates safe and healthy housing, economic stability, and vibrant neighborhoods
 for low-income New Yorkers. We achieve this by providing free critical home repairs and accessibility modifications, 
revitalizing community spaces, training underemployed residents in construction trades, salvaging goods 
to protect our environment, and providing opportunities for volunteers to support our communities.

 MISSION & PROGRAMS
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COMMUNITY BUILDING

Rebuilding Together NYC builds strong communities by:
 
•	 Revitalizing neighborhoods through the renovation of 

community spaces and homes 
•	 Installing exterior solar-paneled security lights 
•	 Partnering with local organizations, community leaders, and 

volunteers

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Rebuilding Together NYC provides opportunities 
for residents to gain permanent employment and earn a 
living wage through: 

•	 Workforce development with in-class and on-the-job 
construction training

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY

Rebuilding Together NYC builds sustainable neighborhoods 
by:

•	 Diverting salvageable materials from the waste  stream with 
our deconstruction program and     Salvage Store
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IN 2016 REBUILDING TOGETHER NYC

GATHERED

1,500

WHO DONATED

9,000
HOURS

PERFORMED

26
HOME REBUILDS

14
COMMUNITY CENTERS

RENOVATIONS

90
SOLAR LIGHTS

INSTALLATIONS

SERVED

24
NYC ZIP CODES

COMPLETED

220
PROJECTS

GRADUATED

46
WORKFORCE

PARTICIPANTS

16
ACCESSIBILITY 

PROJECTS

31
HOME

DECONSTRUCTIONS

WHO CONTRIBUTED

$380,000
IN-KIND LABOR

VOLUNTEERS

“Rebuilding Together NYC is saving lives. There’s not enough affordable housing 
for people, so whatever you can preserve, and make livable for people, 

that work should be applauded and supported.

It’s a necessary service for people who really need it. I know I really needed it 
and I know there’s a lot of other people like me.” James, 2016 RTNYC Homeowner



CRITICAL HOME REPAIR

Isaura H. is a long time resident of Red Hook, Brooklyn and lives in her home with her husband. Their home 
was flooded with over ten feet of water during Hurricane Sandy, which wiped out her ground level unit and 
destroyed the exterior siding around the perimeter of the house. 

Beginning work in fall of 2015, RT NYC joined with local contractor Tip Top General Contractors to replace 
windows, siding, trim, gutters, and leaders. Isaura’s home is Red Hook resilient -- reinforced and built up by 
the community of which she has long been a member. 

Since 1998, Rebuilding Together NYC has provided critical home repairs for low-income New Yorkers. Our proj-
ects consist of major repairs for residents who do not have the resources to fix pre-existing conditions, per-
form routine maintenance, and/or rebuild after disasters. We conduct home assessments and develop scopes 
of work that prioritize the health and safety of the home and its residents.

BEFORE AFTER
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Rebuilding Together NYC provides accessibility upgrades for low-income, elderly and/or disabled residents so that 
they may remain in their homes or return from institutional care. Annually, Rebuilding Together NYC has provided 
accessibility modifications for nearly 50 New Yorkers, including wheelchair ramps and lifts, stair glides, handrails, 
grab bars, and ADA compliant bathrooms.
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ACCESSIBILITY MODIFICATIONS

ACCESSIBILITY MODIFICATION
PROJECTS COMPLETED

16 16+
HOMEOWNERS EXPERIENCING GREATER 

SAFETY AND FREEDOM IN THEIR OWN 
HOME.

Examples of modifications performed are 
stair lifts, vertical lifts, interior and exterior 
ramps, bathroom modifications and grab 
bars. 

Accessiblity modifications allow disabled and 
elderly New Yorkers to safely and independently 
navigate their homes and to age in place. 
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For mothers who have entered the criminal justice system, the 
rehabilitation process is difficult. Many transitional housing 
facilities do not allow mothers and children to live together while 
the mother reintegrates into the community. 

In 2016, Rebuilding Together NYC launched She Builds, 
a feminist initiative aimed to cohesively draw parallels 
among the gendered experience of access to employment, 
criminal justice, rehabilitation, and poverty. Partnering with the 
Women’s Prison Association, RT NYC brought volunteers from 
Charter Communications, HGTV, Gilbane Building Company, 
Shakespeare Gordon Vlado Architects, Masters of Flip, and the 
cast of Orange is the New Black to complete much needed

 renovations and repairs to the Sarah Powell Huntington House 
(SPHH), a transitional housing facility that provides crucial social 
services and resources to improve families’ long term stability 
and self-sufficiency. 

After Hurricane Sandy, SPHH had a massive mold infestation in 
the basement due to severe flooding. The mold continued to grow, 
creating significant safety and health concerns, and eliminating 
much needed storage space. SPHH is a unique, and necessary, 
facility in New York City. It is among the few shelters which 
addresses the catch-22 that prevents children from returning to 
parents with inadequate housing, but bars those parents from 
qualifying for family shelter assistance before children are in their 
care.

Community spaces are vital to a neighborhood’s health and support system. 
By investing in community centers, local nonprofits, and public spaces, we increase the capacity, resources, and 
overall health of neighborhoods.  

COMMUNITY REVITALIZATION

14
COMMUNITY CENTERS RENOVATED

 30,000
COMMUNITY MEMBERS WITH SAFE 

SPACES TO LEARN, PLAY, EAT AND GROW

Identity impacts the visibility of one’s experience within the larger community. American women ages 18-64 
are 35% more likely to be poor than men of the same age. In New York, 16% of 

women have incomes below the poverty line, 4% more than their male counterparts. What 
accounts for this disparity? For many women, the responsibility falls on them to take on unpaid domestic 

labor, which includes raising children and running a home. This places increased 
financial and emotional burden on women, particularly working women.

Highlight: First Annual She Builds Event
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WORKFORCE TRAINING PROGRAM

In 2016, the Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery (GOSR) extended funding for the Workforce Training Program, a pre-
apprenticeship professional development program that provides practical training for jobs in the construction trades. 
For many New Yorkers, the key to a safe, healthy and stable home, is access to stable employment. Beyond the financial 
relief a paycheck provides, meaningful employment increases one’s self-efficacy, and ability to contribute positively to 
their community. 

In 2016, RT NYC graduated 46 individuals, of which 26% were women, 44% were NYCHA residents, 100% HUD section 
III. 100% of participants graduated with certifications in OSHA-10 and Home Builders Institute PACT. To date, 62% of 
graduates are employed in construction jobs, with a wage boost of $6/hour, a life-changing amount for most individuals.

46
WORKFORCE TRAINING GRADUATES 

62%
EMPLOYED IN CONSTRUCTION TRADES; 

STABLE EMPLOYMENT WITH HIGHER SAL-
ARIES
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INCOME
GOVERNMENT $1,044,000 42%

CORPORATIONS $295,000 12%

FOUNDATIONS $151,000 6%

EVENTS $294,000 12%

INDIVIDUALS $5,000 —%

IN-KIND $700,000 28%

OTHER $5,000 —%

Total $2,494,000 100%

ASSETS
INCREASE IN NET ASSETS $53,000

NET ASSETS — January 1 $655,000

NET ASSETS — December 31 $708,000

EXPENSES
PROGRAMS $2,122,000 87%

MANAGEMENT $90,000 4%

FUNDRAISING $229,000 9%

Total $2,441,000 100%

87%

4%

9%

PROGRAM

MANAGEMENT

FUNDRAISING

2016 FINANCIALS
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DONATE
Please donate now by visiting www.rebuildingtogethernyc.org. All donations to Rebuilding Together NYC are tax deductible to the full extent 
of the law. Because of our longstanding relationships with suppliers, contractors, and skilled-trades people, we are able to leverage every 
dollar donated into three dollars’ worth of services to our low-income clients and community centers.

REFER POTENTIAL CLIENTS 
If you know anyone who could use our services, please contact us at 718-488-8840 or info@rebuildingtogethernyc.org.

EVENT SPONSORSHIP
Join us at one of our annual events such as our gala, golf tournament, marathon teams, bike tour, and Neighborhood Revitalization events. 
As a corporate sponsor, you will directly reach targeted audiences and demographics, and provide a great team building experience for your 
company or group, while providing critical funding to support New Yorkers. Contact us for more information.

VOLUNTEER
The work we do is made possible by the hard work and commitment of our wonderful volunteers. Donate your talent to Rebuilding Together 
NYC by contacting us today!

MATCHING GIFTS
Find out if your employer will match your donation to Rebuilding Together NYC so your donation can go twice as far.

LEGACY
Consider a lasting legacy through a bequest in your will, charitable remainder trust, or other planned giving vehicle to enhance the lives of 
others for years to come.

SUPPORT VIA AMAZONSMILE 
Customers can now elect to donate 0.5 percent of any Amazon purchase to Rebuilding Together NYC. Support us while you shop with 
AmazonSmile at https://smile.amazon.com/ch/13-3997769!

MAKE A STOCK GIFT 
Reduce your taxes and do a good deed at the same time by gifting to Rebuilding Together NYC.

By making a gift to our general operating fund, supporting a specific program, enrolling to become a sustained giver, transferring stocks, 
establishing a legacy gift through our planned giving program, or volunteering on our project sites, your support can help make a difference 
today. Become a partner and join us in our vision to create a safe and healthy home for every person.

For more details, please contact us at 718-488-8840 or info@rebuildingtogethernyc.org.

GET INVOLVED
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REBUILDING TOGETHER NYC IS THE WORK OF MANY. THANK YOU TO ALL THE VOLUNTEERS, DONORS, EVENT ATTENDEES, COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS, AND ADVOCATES WHO HAVE HELPED REBUILDING TOGETHER NYC BRING COMMUNITIES AND VOLUNTEERS TOGETHER TO 
IMPROVE THE HOMES AND LIVES OF LOW-INCOME HOMEOWNERS.

Alpha Care Supply
Acadia Realty Trust
AECOM
AHK LLC
Alexandria Real Estate Equities
All New York Title Agency, Inc.
Artisan Stoneworks
Barone Steel Fabricators
Benenson Strategy Group
Bernzomatic
Blackrock
BNY Mellon
BP Mechanical
Capitol Wood Floors, LLC
CBRE Group
Cooper Electric
Credit Suisse
Dagher Engineering PLLC
Dal Electric
Daniel DeMarco and Associates
Dedicated Building Services
Deutsche Bank Americas
   Foundation

DTCC
Dykes Lumber Company, Inc.
EAS Plumbing
East End Capital
Eclipse Contracting Corp
Elf Party
Elite Innovative and Design, LLC
Empire Blue Cross Blue Shield
Fannie Mae
Forest City Ratner Companies
FTI Constulting
Gilbane Building Company
Givergy
Grant Thornton LLP
Hirschen Singer & Epstein LLP
HSBC
JPR Mechanical
Kenneth Castellucci & Associates,
   Inc.
Khronos LLC
Knoller Co
KPF Architects
Lido Lighting

Long Island Concrete
Lowe’s Home Improvement
M&T Plumbing & Heating
Macia Inspection & Testing
   Laboratories, Inc.
Maspeth Welding
Medical Properties Trust (MPT) and
   Operating Partnership LP
Midtown Contracting
NorthStar Realty Finance
Orange County Ironworks LLC
Orca Mechanical Inc.
Par Plumbing Co Inc.
Raritan Bay Contracting Inc.
React Industries, Inc.
Right Angle Construction
Risa Heller Communications
Rite-Way Demolition Inc.
Roberts & Holland LLP
RSG Caulking
S&D Electric Corp
Sampogna Contracting
Saxe Doernberger & Vita, P.C.

Scripps Networks Interactive
Shawmut Design and Construction
Sheldon Lobel, P.C.
SL Green Realty Corp
Solid Development Group
Spray Force Systems
Statewide Demolition Corporation
TaylorMade Contracting, LLC
Think! Architecture and Design PLLC
TouchTel Electric & Datacom
TripleMint
Tristate Plumbing
TRM Contracting
United Way of Delaware
Urban Standard Development
Vacheron Constantin
Vornado Realty Trust LP
Walsh Electrical Contracting, Inc.
Wilkstone LLC
Willis Towers Watson
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati
Winter & Company Commercial:
   Real Estate Finance

GOVERNMENT FUNDERS FOUNDATION & NONPROFIT DONORS
AmazonSmile Foundation
Bike and Build
Local Independent Charities of
   America

Metzger-Price Fund, Inc.
Open Architecture NP
The Hyde and Watson Foundation

THANK YOU

Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery
New York State Affordable Housing Corporation (AHC)
New York State Department of Homes and Community Renewal (HCR)

CORPORATE DONORS

Alliance Building Services
American Red Cross
Angelo Sylvester
Anne Conway
Area, Parks & Stadium Solutions, Inc.
Barclays
Baume & Mercier
Benjamin Johnson
Botticelli Portrait Studio of Long
   Island
Bowlmor Lanes
Bradford Renaissance Portraits Corp.
Brooklyn Nets
Bruce Richardson
Caesars Entertainment Properties
CBRE Group
Centennial Golf Course
Charity Fundraising
Corks on Columbus

Dal Electric
Elite Innovative and Design, LLC
Emily Gerhardstein Norin
Equinox
G.E. Masana
George Oliphant
Gerritsen Beach Bagel
Heartland Brewery and Chophouse
Hotel Indigo East End
James Minella
JPR Mechanical
Kramer Portraits
Latham & Watkins LLP
Li-Lac Chocolates
LISC New York City
Local One, FATSE
Madam Tussauds New York
Margaret Anne Cole
Martha Clara Vineyards

Matthew Giordan
McKittrick Hotel - Sleep No More
Megan Cleary
Mohamed Elsayed
New York Building Congress
New York Giants
New York Rangers
New York Yankees Steakhouse
PAL Environmental Services
Patricia Johnson
Perkins Coie LLP
PlayStation Theater
RedTop Architects
Right Management
Sam Kimball
Seyfarth Shaw LLP
Shawmut Design and Construction
Shubert Organization
Sieneih Lewis

Skip Winitsky
Sony Interaction Entertainment
Staples
Stephen Dundon
Stratton Mountain Resort
Taproot Foundation
Terry Scott
The Alicart Restaurant Group
The Heisman Trophy Trust
The Madison Square Garden
   Company
The Murder Mystery Company
Tony Gale
Tristate Plumbing
Walt Disney World
Westin Times Square
Wicked Promotions
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati
World Kitchen

IN-KIND DONORS

Eric Abdandolo
George Abdilla
Keith  Adams
Loeta Adams
Verna Ademu-John
Edward K. Aldag, Jr. 
Regan Allan
Marc Alterman
Roberta Ammazzalorso
David & Amy Applebaum
Joseph & Lilian Armocida
Nicole Armocida
Mohammad Astaneha

Virginia Atwood
Randi Baker
Nadine Balgley
Benjamin Barasch
Cheryl Barbero
Josephine & Peter
   Bardabelias
Nick Barone
Sheamus Barry
Charina Bassford
Steven Baunsue
James Beadel
Erin Bellusci

Stacy Benaderet
Dave Benson
Abbe Berger
Jason Bernstein
Stephen Bertonaschi
Patricia Bischoff
Cheryll Bissell
Barbara Bittner-Jones
John and Jane Bittner
Christine Blackburn
Nancy Blackwell
Annie Block
Katie Blomberg

Marcia Bockol
Natalie  Bohlman
Susan Borchini
Susan Bresee
Bob & Deb Broatch
Jahn Brodwin
Jillian Brooks
Janet  Broughton
Anna Brown
Linda L. Brown
Christina Browne
John Broxmeyer
Dan & Ruthann Bruner

Nicholas Buckwalter
Annalisa Buehler
Jennifer Burland
Sandi Bushnell
Chris Buttitta
Carla Caravante
Deborah Cardosa
Cheryl  Carey
Peter E. Carlson
Heather Caronna
Cindy Carpenter
Joseph & Gina Castellano
John Cavolo

INDIVIDUAL DONORS
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Jeanne Cho
Linda Cho
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Austin Chu
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John Ciolek
Jim Clark
Margaret Ann Cole
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Richard Conklin
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Thomas Contegiacomo
Sean Convie
Laura Cooley
Thomas Cosgrove
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Brian Cusick
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Daniel DeMarco
Dano DeMarco
Kevin DeNoia
Celeste DeSouza
Taylor DeStefano
Shannon Dobbs
David Donnelly
Lori Donza
Matthew Donza
Stephen Dundon
Michael Dye
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June  Eakin
Mathilda Eakin
Danielle  Edwards
Jennifer Edwards
Missy Eppleman
Stephen Epstein
Margarita Esparrago
Matt  Farrell
Stacey Federico
Gary Feldman
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Mark Girton
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Sonam Goenka
Randi Goldman
Roger Goodstein
Hunter & Melissa Gradie
Marc Grainger
Ben Grandjaen
Linda Graves
Andrea Gretsky
Michael Gusman
Evan Guttman
Alex Haldi
Patricia Hall
Anna Hallett
Frank Hammond
Gail Hannon
Kristin Hansen
Robert Hardin
Lynn Harris
Ruth Harvey
James Hasenmayer
Kathleen Hauman
Colleen Heimbach
Risa Heller
Audrey Henson
Elizabeth Heritage
Chandra Hicks-James
Anthony Hill
Bradley Hill
Kirby Lawrence Hill
Les Hiscoe
David Hollander
Kelly Holmes
Arthur Holst
David Hu
Brian Hughes
Kathleen Hunn
Jeffrey Hunter
Scott Hustis
Adam Hutter
Bogdan Ianev
Laura Jackson
Paul Jackson
Theresa Jackson-Savage
Michelle James
Paul Jarvie
Syma Javed
Eunice Jirau
John Scott Johnson
Patricia Johnson
Christopher & Heidi
   Johnson
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Matt Josyln
Mark Jovanovic
Cheng Ju
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Babita Patel
Kamal Patel
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Donna Perreault
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Susan Daly Porter
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Catherine & Scott Potter
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Virginia Prial
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Patti Proveaux
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Carrie Randall
Ron Reedy
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Nancy Remer
Gail Renner
Bruce & Barbara Richardson
Janice Richardson
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Victor Robey
Kelly Robinson
Stephen Roche
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Cristina Romero
Joseph Rosati
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Joe Rosenberg
Suzanne Rosenberg
Rachel Rosenbloom
Frank Ross, Jr. 
Stephanie Ross-Tomey
Jordan Roth
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Doug Ruby
Joseph Sacchi
Georgia Sagues
Jenn Saks
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Seth Samuel
Lucille Santano
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Tracy Alan Saxe
Steve Sayer
Lauren Schechter
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Michael & Michal Schneider
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Terry Scott
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Anita Shah
Amy Shakespeare
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